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Book 


By great good fortune (plus a little judgement!) we 
have managed to publish Ropert Lawson’s RABBIT 
HILL (10/6d. net) in time for Christmas. . This book jf 
won the John Newbery Medal in America for its - jj 
excellence of both text and illustration. 

Another December publication, MR POPPLECORN 
AND FOUR LITTLE HENS (5/- net), by MARGARET 
Musson, sets a new standard in the quality of its 
coloured drawings by KATHLEEN BuRRELL. 

Three books by Perer THORNHILL have become 
available, each at 5/- net, and each illustrated by the 
author in colour throughout. These are PUFFER, 
MUFFER AND PIP-PIP; WILMOT LAMB AND 
HIS FRIENDS; and WILFRED RABBIT AND 
AUGUSTUS FOX. Commander Thornhill brings to his 
writing and oT all the humour and imagination 
associated with naval men! 

A new edition of ELeanor Faryeon’s THE 
PERFECT ZOO (5/- net) is also-now obtainable, with 
a fresh set of superb coloured illustrations by KATHLEEN 
BurrRELL. 

THE LITTLEST ONE— HIS BOOK has probably 
been read by as many parents as kiddies, and its appeal 
is as strong now as when it first appeared some years 
ago. An illustrated reprint is ready at 6/- 
Marion St. JoHN Wess 

A famous Polish artist, FranciszkA THEMERSON, has 
taken four well-known nursery stories, and set them in 
wonderful coloured drawings of an entirely new 
character. The collection is entitled MY FIRST 
NURSERY BOOK, and costs 6/- net. 

GEORGE G. HARRAP & CO. LTD 





























THE 


PERFECT PRESENT 
FOR ANY BOY OR GIRL 


AT LAST! a really first-class children’s magazine is to 
be published. It will be called COLLINS MAGAZINE FOR 
BOYS AND GIRLS and will have stories, articles and 
illustrations by leading authors and artists of the day. 


The first issue will now appear in January, 1948. 
Contributors include NORMAN COLLINs, ELEANOR FARJEON, 


NOEL STREATFEILD, J. M. SCOTT. VIOLA GARVIN, and URSULA 
LEACOCK. 


Copies can be obtained simply by asking any bookseller 
to take out a subscription in your name or in that of 
the child to whom you wish copies to be sent. It costs 
19s 6d for 12 (or 9s 9d for 6) monthly issues post-free 
and will make an ideal present for any boy or girl. 


To avoid disappointment, and above all to avoid missing 

the first instalment of NORMAN COLLINS’ exciting serial 

story, specially written for the magazine, please -— 

Place an order NOW with your bookseller 
or write to 

COLLINS MAGAZINE FOR BOYS & GIRLS 

14, ST. JAMES’S PLACE, LONDON, S.W.1 

















three popular children’s authors 
and their new books 


* David Severn 


Ponies and Poachers 


all David Severn’s readers will be looking forward 
to this new novel for boys and girls—and they are 
sure not to be disappointed—he’s as good as ever 


illustrated by J. Kiddell-Monroe 7s 6d 


* Norman Dale 


The Exciting Journey 


this new story for boys of 9 to 12 is by the 
author of Secret Service, Dangerous Treasure and 
The Best Adventure and is perhaps even more thrilling 





illustrated by Ley Kenyon 7s 


M. &. Atkinson 


Chimney Cottage 


a new Lockett book which will be welcomed 
as enthusiastically as Crusoe Island, Going Gangster, 
Problem Party, Mystery Manor and all the others 


illustrated by Dorothy Craigie 8s 6d 
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FOR 


THE BLACK GHOST 
By David C. Newton. 
Illustrated by Haworth. 


THE OLD GANG 
By A Stephen Tring. 
Illustrated by John 
Camp. 7s. 6d. net. 


FOR 


Two young sisters take over 
a curiosity shop and become 
involved in events which en- 
liven their little Scottish 
town. 


A historical romance in the 
times when New Englander 
fought the French for 
possession of St. Louis- 
bourg fortress. 


a0 2. 6202. 


CHRISTMAS BOOKS 


BOYrs 


A better-then-usual thriller 
with a back ground of fast 
cars and other technicalities. 


A tale that tells of things 
every schoolboy does in un- 
heroic moments and those he 
would like to do if danger 
threatened. 


GIRLS 


THE SERENDIPITY 
SHOP By D. F. Bruce. 
Illustrated by M. 
Horder, 7s. 6d. net. 


FLOWER OF THE 
FORTRESS By Z. K. 
Macdonald. Illustrated 
by R. T. Cooper, 8s. 6d. 
net. 


FOR CHILDREN 


SAM AND SAM AT 
THE SEASIDE 

Each 1s. 6d. net. 

By Marjorie Anderson. 
SILLY QUESTIONS 
Verses by John Quill, 
Illustrated by Arnrid 
Johnston. ts. 6d. net. 


Two small books about a 
Scottie dog. Picture and 
simple text describe Sam’s 
walks with Tony and Fane. 


A series of short verses, each 
one about an animal, bird 
or reptile. Drawing for 
every rhyme. ; 


OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS 
Amen House, Warwick Square, London, E.C.4. 





























NEW NELSON BOOKS 


FOR THE VERY YOUNG 


Christmas at Timothy’s 
Devised and photographed by GEE DENES. 
Story by E. M. HARRIS. Illustrated through- 
out with colour photographs. 


Dog Days 

KATHERINE SOUTHWICK KEELER 

All about a family called Tucker who lived 
in the country and had lots of animals, but 
no dog—until one day.... Delightfully 
illustrated in two colours. 


FOR GIRLS 


Golden Pavements PAMELA BROWN 
A delightful sequel to the same author’s The Swish of the Curtain, 
which was one of the most popular broadcasts in the Children’s 
Hour. Illustrated by Newton Whittaker. 8s. 6d. 


Star and Co. JEAN VAUGHAN 
The story of the further adventures of Star Henderson, heroine 
of the Lone Star, will be eagerly read by girls of 11 to 14. Illustrated. 


Meet the Kilburys PHYLLIS I. NORRIS 
The very readable adventures of the Kilbury family, who run’ a 
hostel for secondary school girls. Illustrated. 


FOR BOYS 


Lightweight Honours 

JAMES W. KENYON 

Jerry Webb, lightweight champion of Great 
Britain, whom readers of On My Right will 
remember with pleasure, is invited to show 
his mettle in the U.S.A. Illustrated. 


Fog in the Channel 

PERCY WOODCOCK 

Another stirring sea yarn by the practised 
hand of the author of Adventure Down 
Channel, Sea Wrack, etc. Iilustrated. 


Warden of the Wilds L. C. DOUTHWAITE 
These fresh exploits of Warden, the Canadian ‘‘Mountie’’ will 
be welcomed by many boys—and their sisters. Illustrated. 


Let’s Take a Photograph G. J. MATSON 
(Nelsonian Library.) Explains clearly and simply the whole art of 


photography. Illustrated. 


_ All 7s. 6d. net unless otherwise stcted 


















































Four CHRIST MAS PRESENTS for your children 


For the older ones : 


Grimms’ Household Tales 
Illustrated by 


MERVYN PEAKE 


“No one can better illustrate ‘a tale of sprites and goblins’ 
than Mr. Mervyn Peake . . . A new edition of that noble He- 
Ancient of the children’s shelf . . . which offers the right kind of 
enchantment.” The Observer. 

. 10s. 6d. net: 


For any age from five upwards : 


The Little Grey Men 
ce B B 99 
Illustrated by D. F. Watkins-Pitchford. 

The story for children which won the Carnegie medal for “‘ B.B.” 
has been republished with many coloured and line illustrations by 
D. J. Watkins-Pitchford. It is about three gnomes called Dodder, 
Baldmoney and Sneezewort, who live in an old tree by the side of 
Folly Brook, and who set forth up the stream to discover their 
brother, Cloudberry, who went exploring that way years before. As 
well as an exciting plot there is a wealth of natural history. 

ros. 6d. net. 
For the six to twelves ; 


Nicholas & the Fast-Moving Diesel 
Illustrated throughout by its author, 
EDWARD ARDIZZONE 


“This breath-taking railway tale, . . . original and stylish, is the 
train-loving child’s complete wish-fulfilment book : the discriminat- 


ing eight or nine year old, of either sex, should love it.” Elizabeth 
Bowen. (The Tatler). 


“ The narrative changes alongside the dramatic lithographs almost 
as fast as the Diesel itself.”” The Scotsman. 8s. Gd. net. 


For the youngest of all : 


Summersalt’s Circus 
Written and illustrated by 
DOROTHY CRAIGIE 


“The gayest of stories with the gayest of pictures, and full of 
clowns and fat ladies and prancing horses.” tener. 


“« Just the right gay inventiveness.” John o’ London. 7s. 6d. net. 

















Eyre & Spottiswoode 




















HOLLIS & CARTER 


RECENT AND FORTHCOMING JUVENILE 
FAVOURITES 


THETWO GIANTS 
BRIAN BATTERSHAW 


Illustrated by S. VAN 
ABBE. 


Crown 8vo. 7s. 6d. 


FREELANCE THE 
PONY JOAN BEGBIE 


Illustrated by FRANK 
GREY. 


Crown 8vo. 


7s. 6d. 


WORZELL GUM- 
MIDGE AND THE 
SAUCY NANCY 


BARBARA EUPHAN 
TODD Iilustrated by 
WILL NICKLESS 


Crown 8vo. 7s. 6d. 


SMUGGLERS ON 
DOUGLAS 


Crown 8vo. 


THE FRIENDLY 


FARM RUTH W. 
HOW. Second Impres- 
sion. Illustrated by JOAN 
KIDDELL-MUNROE 


Crown 8vo. 7s. 6d. 


THE SECRET OF 
STORM ABBEY 
ANN CASTLETON 


Illustrated by S. VAN 
ABBE. 


Crown 8vo. 7s. 6d- 
FLOWERS AND 
THEIR FAMILIES 
LADY ELPHINSTONE 


Illustrated by FLO- 
RENCE E. GORNIOT 


Crown 8vo. 7s. 6d. 


THE SALTINGS 
V. DUFF 
Illustrated by S. VAN ABBE 


7s. 6d. 





THE ADVENTURES OF Grace James 
JOHN AND MARY 


This is the twelfth and last title in the celebrated “‘ John and pony 
series and it is as good as ever. 5. 6d. 


THE MYSTERY OF R. L. Radford 


MAGNOLIA BEACH 


A “thriller” for young readers in which a girl and her two brothers 
outwit a gang of smugglers. There is plenty of action in this story. 65. 


THE HORSE FROM INDIA Brian Fairfax-Lucy 


A new edition is ready of this tale of a boy who runs away from school 
to become an apprentice jockey. 6s. 


THE ADVENTURES OF Mailena Thidale 
JEREMY BONE 


A few copies remain of this book for younger children about the 
adventures of a small boy with the animals and birds at his — 
home. 75 


ENGLISH FAIRY Collected by Joseph Jacobs 
TALES 


The new edition of this famous collection of fairy tales is now 9 
tos. 6d. 


SENSIBLE KATE Doris Gates 


A new book by the author of Biwe Willow about a little girl who went to 
live with a family at the seaside. Miss Gates is particularly successfulxin 
writing for girls. : 6s. 


AMERICAN GIRLS. OF D. M. Northcroft 
ADVENTURE 


True stories of the rise of famous American women from Louisa Alcott 
to Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt and Amelia Earhart the aviator. 65. 


THE SECRETS OF VAIRY Elsie Oxenham 


A new and exciting story for girls by Elsie Oxenham needs no recom- 
mendation and this is well up to standard. 65. 


All titles are cloth bound ana illustrated 


FREDERICK MULLER 
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Stories for Young People 





Musical Honours 
By KITTY BARNE 
A delightful and amusing tale of a family which has ‘music 
in its bones,’ by the author of She Shall Have Music, Visitors 
from London, Family Footlights, etc. Young readers will 
enjoy it whether musically inclined or not. /J/ilustrated by 
RUTH GERVIS. 7s. 6d. net 


Bonfires and Broomsticks 
By MARY NORTON 
A further story about the bed-that- 
flew, this time back into the past, and 
again featuring the mysterious Miss 
Price. Successor to The Magic Bed- 
, Knob (of which a large reprint is now 


= available). 7s. 6d. nei 
SH Illustrated by MARY ADSHEAD 


Other Recent Books for Young People 


JOSIE IE I ee 


~ 








By Richard Armstrong, SABOTAGE AT THE FORGE. 73. 6d. net 
By Kitty Barne, IN THE SAME BOAT. 7s. 6d. net 
LISTENING TO THE ORCHESTRA. 8s. 6d. net 
By Primrose Cumming, THE GREAT HORSES. 7s. 6d. net 
By Fred Kitchen, JESSE AND HIS FRIENDS. 8s. 6d. net 


Picturc-Story Books 








Twin Colts aa Twin Deer 
By INEZ HOGAN 


Two more books in this famous ‘Twin Animal’ series, illus- 
trated by the author’s clever pencil drawings. The last two 
were Twin Seals and Mule Twins. Each 3s. 6d. net 


Mishka and the White Reindeer 
By ALFRED WOOD 
With the author’s illustrations in colour 


*Mr. Wood’s painting has vitality and that delicate mystery 
which lend enchantment to the story. They give the atmo- 
sphere of the friendship of animals, warm and acutely sensi- 
tive as the twitchings of the reindeer’s nose as she scents the 
wind through that fir forest..— Time and Tide. 6s. net 
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(Ge Books by 

7 hay LORNA LEWIS - 
Ae Reprinting f 
Mystery at Lock Hous 


“Tells her story excitingly and well and you won’t want to put this 
book down”. NOEL STREATFEILD in The Children’s Hour. 8s. 6d. 


Nansen the Adventurer 


A re-issue with new illustrations and photographs. About 7s. 6d. 
In Preparation 


Marriotts Go North 


Further adventures of the Marriott family, who proved so popular 
in Mystery at Lock House and Holiday Luck. 





FABER CHILDREN’S BOOKS 

















Pan’s Wood 
8s. 6d. GEOFFREY HOYLAND 





The Cat with a Guinea to Spend 


6s. Illustrated by Leslie Wood E. M. HATT 





Hurrah for Muggins 

7s. 6d. Illustrated by Francis Gower ANTONIA RIDGE 
Katy and the Big Snow 

8s. 6d. Written and Illustrated by V. LEE BURTON 
The Charming Taxi-Cab 


8s. 6d. Written and Illustrated by V. H. DRUMMOND 
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A. S. K. Davis 
East Africa is full of dramatic possibilities for the story-teller. The 
author, with first-hand experience to draw upon, has made full use of 
them in this exciting real life story of an East African farmer, 
Illustrated by Alan Blyth 
La. Cr. 8vo. 6s. net 


COME IN 
Olive Dehn 


A day in the life of an ordinary family, delightfully told and with 
illustrations “full of character and humour” by Kathleen Gell. 


Cr. 4to. Colours throughout. 7s. 6d. net 


BASIL BLACKWELL 














CHILDREN’S HOUR PRAYERS 
Selections from the Weekly Broadcast 


. by JOHN G. WILLIAMS 


Derek McCulloch (Uncle Mac) contributes a Foreword to this little book, which 
will be eagerly welcomed by hosts of children and their parents who have 
listened to these talks in Children’s Hour. 4s net 


THE TORCH BIOGRAPHIES 


A new series of lives of great men and women of our own or recent times. 
Intimate, readable stories which reveal the characters that lie behind the great 
actions of these famous people. Each book has a frontispiece portrait. 

4s 6d net each 
SMUTS OF SOUTH AFRICA $ Soldier and Peacemaker, by Dorothy Wilson 
MEET THE PRESIDENT The Story of Abraham Lincoln, by Hugh Talbot 


DESPITE THE COLOUR BAR The Story of George Washington Carver, by 
A. M. Pullen 


Vong Paes wese MADE ASCHOOL Thring of Uppingham, by Geoffrey 
oylan 


New title just published : 
CHALLENGE TO OPPRESSION The Story of Charles Dickens, by 


McEwan Lawson (with several illustrations from contemporary sources) 


SCM PRESS LTD, 56 Bloomsbury Street, London W.C.1 


























Reading Books for older Chibiven 


THE FELIX SALTEN NATURE BOOKS 
Bambi’s Children —‘ Forest World Fifteen Rabbits 
Again reprinted, 7s. 6d. 


THE MALCOLM SAVILLE BOOKS 


Riddle of the Painted Box, 7s. 6d. 
Trouble at Townsend, 6s. 


NEW STORIES 
The Mushroom Pony By JOAN LAMBURN 58. 
Young Mohamed By GORDON SAVAGE 6s. 
Topper, A Pony Story By PAMELA MORRIS 7s. 6d. 








Noel Carrington, 29, Percy St., London, W.1 














AUGUST 1947 SAW THE 


75th ANNIVERSARY 


OF THE FIRM OF 


ASKEWS of PRESTON 


A NAME KNOWN THROUGHOUT THE BRITISH ISLES 
FOR EFFICIENT SERVICE IN THE SUPPLY OF 
BOOKS TO PUBLIC AND SCHOOL LIBRARIES 


a 


ONE OF THE LARGEST STOCKS OF NEW BOOKS 
IN THE KINGDOM. SPACIOUS AND ATTRACTIVE 
SHOWROOMS INSPECTION INVITED. 


JAMES ASKEW & SON LTD. 


CORPORATION ST., PRESTON 


























ILLUSTRATORS 
OF 
CHILDREN’S BOOKS 


17441945 


Compiled by 
BERTHA B. MAHONY 
LOUISE PAYSON LATIMER 
BEULAH FOLMSBEE 


CONTENTS 


PART 1—HISTORY AND DEVELOPMENT 
PART 2—BIOGRAPHIES 

PART 3—BIBLIOGRAPHIES 

PART 4—APPENDIX 


Fuller details will be sent on request 


‘544 pages. More than 250 illustrations 
Biographies of 350 living illustrators 


£4-10-O 


Sole Distributors for the United Kingdom 


THE JUNIOR BOOKSHELF 


Strines House, Kirkburton, Huddersfield 



































THE 
JUNIOR ‘BOOKSHELF 


DECEMBER, 1947 


Illustration by Dororny Craiciz from 
Summersalt’s Circus (Eyre & Spottiswoode) 


Hugh Lofting: An appreciation 


By E. H.. COLWELL 


O the average child the name of Hugh Lofting 
means the “ Dolittle” books, for it is as the 
creator of the immortal and lovable Doctor 
Dolittle that Hugh Lofting will be remembered. 


Hugh Lofting was born in England in 1886, 
but spent most of his life in the United States. He was 
partly Irish, so perhaps this accounts for some of his “ tall ” 
stories. His ambition as a boy was to be an explorer and 
later in life, as an architect and civil engineer, he was to 











PAGE 150 . THE JUNIOR BOOKSHELF 





realise his dream in part by travelling extensively in Canada, 
Africa and the West Indies. These countries are the 
background for Doctor Dolittle’s voyages too. At the 
age of twenty-six Mr. Lofting gave up his profession to 
settle in New York and become a writer for adults. 

With the outbreak of the Great War he returned to 
Europe to join up. While at the front he became interested 
in the attitude of animals to military operations. At a loss 
what to write to his children about in the midst of a war, 
he invented an eccentric doctor who gave up his practice 
with human beings in order to attend to animals, and so 
learned to speak their language. The children were 
intrigued with this idea and begged their father to draw a 
picture of the Doctor. So Hugh Lofting, who had never 
attempted anything but architectural and engineering 
drawing, drew for them the now familiar Doctor Dolittle 
with his top hat and little black bag. 

The War ended and Mr. Lofting returned to New York. 
In 1920 The Story of Doctor Dolittle appeared and in 1922 
the second volume of his adventures, The Voyages of 
Doctor Dolittle, was awatded the Newbery Medal for the 
most distinguished book for children. Seven more books 
about Doctor Dolittle were to appear, the last in 1933, 
fourteen years before the author’s death. Except for these 
books Hugh Lofting wrote only one book of rhymes, 
Porridge Poetry, two picture-story books Noisy Nora and 
The Tale of Mrs. Tubbs, and one full-length fairy tale The 
Twilight of Magic. 


It seems that an appreciation of Hugh Lofting inevitably 
becomes an appreciation of Doctor Dolittle, for it is 
round the quaint figure of this modest, genial little man 
that all nine Dolittle books revolve. Doctor Dolittle 
lived in Puddleby-on-the-Marsh with his circle of animal 
friends, Dab-dab the Duck, Polynesia the Parrot, Jip the 
Dog, Too-too the Owl, Gub-gub the Pig, Chee-chee the 
Monkey and Whitey the Mouse. Each of these animals is 
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typical of his kind but each has individuality, each remains 
an animal in his habits and reactions. We only understand 
what the animals say because the Doctor and Tommy 
Stubbins interpret for us. The only human characters of 
any importance are Matthew Mugg the Cats’ Meat Man, 
ex-burglar and faithful friend of the unconventional 
Doctor, and Tommy Stubbins who becomes the Doctor’s 
assistant at the early age of ten. Tommy Stubbins is Doctor 
Dolittle’s “‘ Boswell” and it is he who writes about his 
master’s voyages and keeps a record of his scientific 
experiments. 

Doctor Dolittle is a remarkable man, a scientist who 
spends his life in careful experiments and research. He 
lived in 1839 when there was still much to discover. and 
he takes his discoveries so seriously that we must too. His 
interests lead him far afield into many dangers which make 
excellent material for exciting stories. Whatever the 
danger, the little man remains calm, and however awkward 
the situation he always retains his top hat and little bag. 
He is a born reformer and speaks out fearlessly whatever 
the danger to himself. ‘“‘ Why don’t you have windows 
in your prisons, you black-faced ruffian,” he says hotly—- 
scarcely the best way to placate his jailor! He is unworldly 
and incurably generous, so that to acquire any money is 
merely an excuse for spending it on some helpless animal. 
“‘ What a nuisance money is, to be sure!” he says mildly 
when Dab-dab, his house-keeper asks for money for house- 
hold expenses. His great sense of duty.and unselfishness 
calls forth the affection of his friends, human and animal, 
who unite to protect him from the results of his own 
kindness. Doctor Dolittle is certainly Hugh Lofting’s 
masterpiece, and because We cannot but believe in him we 
accept the animals who surround him also. 


Mr. Lofting’s style is lively. and full of interest and 
humour. He is a born story-teller. Not only are the books 
as a whole interesting, but each tale within them, 
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however short ‘and unimportant, is well told. Always 
sufficient detail is introduced to make the story, however 
incredible our reason tells us it is, appear quite possible. 
The imaginative child accepts such stories, the literal child 
is persuaded by their verisimilitude. 


To hold a child’s attention an author must have a sense 
of the dramatic. This Hugh Lofting certainly possessed. 
Think, for instance, of the Doctor pursued by yelling 
savages and with a chasm before him. Here is a situation 
with possibilities and the author makes the most of them 
by providing a Bridge of Apes across which the Doctor 
walks complete with hat and bag. Or do you remember 
the lighthouse story in Doctor Dolittle’s Post Office? The 
lamp in the lighthouse is out, the keeper is lying uncon- 
scious, the Doctor is in pitch darkness in unfamiliar 
surroundings and can’t find the matches, and a ship is 
driving “ full steam ahead ” on to the rocks. A situation 
the suspense of which would delight any child. 


Hugh —— sense of atmosphere is good also. He 
can give a real feeling of eerieness. Tommy Stubbins and 
the animals, having seen the Doctor’s signals from -the 
Moon, await his return in tense silence. The moonlit 
— is deserted and a strange humming can be heard 
ar above in the sky. It grows louder and louder into a 
booming roar that seems to fill the air and, suddenly, a 
great shape passes between the watchers and the Moon. 
Then—all sound ceases and there is a dead silence. What is 
going to happen? The spellbound child is ready for 
anything. 

For sheer fun and absurdity the Dolittle books are hard 
to equal. The child chuckles as he reads the funny names 
—Bumpo of Jolliginki or the Latin name of the Wiff-waff, 
“Hippocampus pippitopitus ” or Bumpo’s English learnt 
at Oxford where the algebra hurt his head and the shoes 
his feet. And what fun to see a horse wear spectacles and 
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a-dog choosing boots not to wear but to chew. Can you 
imagine anything more comic than to see the fat little 
Doctor, in his showy Matador clothes, doing hand-springs 
on the bull’s horns while his buttons fly in all directions 
with the strain? Of course the author’s illustrations help 
the fun, for they express so admirably the character of the 
Doctor and his friends. The little chunky figures with 
their rotundities are just right, and even in the moon 
landscapes Mr. Lofting manages to convey a sense of 
eeriness with a few simple lines. 

What an inventive mind the author has. Why have we 
never thought of allowing animals to run the circus them- 
selves, or having an Opera in which all the chief parts are 
taken by birds and the orchestra is a sewing machine, a 
cobbler’s last, a chain and a razor strop? It would be an 
excellent idea, too, to use the migrating birds as postmen, 
and a Zoo in which the locks of the cages were on the 
inside so that the animals need not look at humans if they 
didn’t: want to, seems only fair. 


Finally, and most important of all, Hugh Lofting has a 
respect for children and never writes down to them. He is 
not afraid to introduce long words and scientific facts into 
Doctor Dolittle’s conversation, and he does not hesitate to 
express some of his own philosophy of life. “ We have no 
balancing or real protection of life,” says the Doctor, 
“With us it is, and always has been, ‘dog eat dog.’ 
Fighting, fighting all the time.” And at last when he has 
returned from the Moon and seen what he considers to be 
a more rational world with a prospect of eternal life, he says 
sadly, ““ We are always rushing, afraid we won’t have time 
enough to do all the things we want to before we die... 
But if we never grow old? What then? Always young. 
All the time we want for everything . . . That’s the thing 
I'm working for—to bring everlasting life down to the 
earth. To bring back Peace to Mankind, so that we shall 
never have to worry again—about time.” 
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So we have our last glimpse of him, the little reading 
lamp throwing a soft light upon his serious, kindly face, as 
he tries to set the world to rights. We may not believe in 
the Doctor’s panacea for our restless world, but there could 
have been no more fitting end for this story, and we can 
understand why Hugh Lofting made this his last book. 


Doctor Dolittle has already been a valued friend for 
twenty-five years. It will be for the children’s librarians 
to see that future generations of children are introduced to 
him. I like to think that there will always be children to 
enjoy his adventures, chuckle over his absurdities and 
learn from him something of the spirit of kindliness and 
unselfishness that permeates these unpretentious books. 


Illustration by JoAN K1pDELL-MONROE 
From Ponies and Poachers (Lane) 
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*War and Dr. Dolittle 


By Hucu Lorrinc 
1886-1947 


T was during the Great War and my children at home 
wanted letters from me—they wanted them with 
illustrations rather than without. There seemed very 
little of interest to write to youngstersyfrom the 
front ; the news was either too horrible or too dull. 

And it was all censored. One thing, however, that kept 
forcing itself more and more on my attention was the very , 
considerable part the animals were playing in the World’ 
War and that as time went on they, too, seemed to become 
Fatalists. 


Oftentimes you would see a cat stalking along the ruins 
throughout a heavy bombardment in a town that had been 
shelled more than once before in that same cat’s recollection. 
She was taking her chances with the rest of us. And the 
horses, too, learned to accept resignedly and unperturbed 
the falling of high explosives in their immediate neighbour- 
hood. But their fate was different from the men’s. How- 


_ ever seriously a soldier was wounded, his life was not 


despaired of ; all the resources of a surgery highly developed 
by the war were brought to his aid. A seriously wounded 
horse was put out by a timely bullet. 


This did not seem quite fair. If we made the animals take 
the same chances as we did ourselves, why did we not give 
them similar attention when wounded ? But obviously to 
develop a horse-surgery as good as that of our Casualty 
Clearing Stations would necessitate a knowledge of horse 


language. 


*Reprinted by permission of the H. W. Wilson Co., New York, from 
The Junior Book of Authors. 








PAGE 156 THE JUNIOR BOOKSHELF 





That was the beginning of the idea ; an eccentric country 
physician with a bent for natural history and a great love of 
pets, who finally decides to give up his human practice for 
the more difficult, more sincere, and for him, more attractive 
therapy of the animal kingdom. He is challenged by the 
difficulty of the work—for obviously it requires a much 
cleverer brain to become a good animal doctor (who must 
first acquire all animal languages and physiologies) than it 
does to take care of the mere human hypochondriac. 


This was a new plot for my narrative letter for the 
children. It delighted them and, at my wife’s suggestion, I 
decided to put the letters in book form for other boys and 
girls. 

I would like to make it quite clear that I make no claims 
to be an authority on writing or illustrating for children. 
The fact that I have been successful merely means that I 


can write and illustrate in my own way. Whereas I have ‘ 


always maintained that there is no end to the variety of 
ways there should be. 

This would indicate that no one is a real authority, which 
I think is probably true. 


There has always been a tendency to classify children 
almost as a distinct species. For many years it was a 
constant source of shock for me to find my writings 
amongst “‘ Latest Juveniles,” or “ Leading Juveniles,” or 
some such category. 

It does not bother me any:more now, but I still do feel 
that there should be a category of “ Seniles ” to offset the 
epithet. 

There are two points which I wish to bring out as of 
primary importance in writing for children. 

First, the writing must be entertaining and nothing may 
be allowed to interfere with or sacrifice that entertainment. 
There is never any excuse for “ putting over,” a preachment 
under the guise of entertainment. The main trouble with 
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children’s books is that many writers and many publishers 
feel that because they are catering to young minds 
pretty much anything will do. They don’t admit that, of 
course, but it’s true just the same. 


Another trouble with the average writing for children is 
that authors always seem to think they must “ write down ” 
to them. I have found that the intelligent children (and 
I’m afraid that the intelligent children are the only kind I am 
interested in) resent nothing so much as being written down 
to or talked down to. Which, of course, is very natural. 
We adults resent also, if we think a superior intellect is 
patronizing us. What the intelligent child likes is being 
“written up ” to. He wants promotion ; he wants to get 
into the adult world; he wants progress; and I have 
always maintained and always will maintain that there is 
no idea too subtle, no picture too difficult to be conveyed to 
a child’s' mind, if the author will but find the proper 
language to put it in. 


Another thing I have always maintained is that there 
should be just as many kinds of stories and books for children 
as there are kinds of stories and books for grown-ups. I 


‘have often quoted my daughter’s interest when, at the age 


of five, she learned her mother had just returned from an 
‘employment bureau, where she had gone to hire a cook. 
Elizabeth wanted to know all about it. She was looking 
forward, no doubt, to the time when she would hire a 
cook (the poor child did not realize, of course, that by the 
time she would be grown up, there would not be an 

more cooks, but that’s neither here nor there). Well, I have 
never seen a story for children about an employment 
agency, but after all, why not? It is really pathetic that 
the majority of writers for children feel that the only 
material children are interested in is pussy-cats and puppy- 
dogs, when really there is nothing in the whole wide 
world that they are not interested in. 
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This is proved by the fact that, whenever a book js a real 
success for children, it is also a success and an enjoyment for 
grown-ups. If writers would only get away from this 
classifying. of children as a separate species we would get 
very much better books for the younger generation. For 
who shall say where the dividing line lies, that separates the 
child from the adult ? Practically all children want to be 
gtown up and practically all grown-ups want to be children, 
and God help us, the adults, when we have no vestige of 
childhood in our hearts. 





InDEx.—Aag index to Volume Eleven will be sent out with the first 
issue (March) of Volume Twelve. 


Omission.—We regret that we omitted to state in the list of books 
illustrated by Joan Kiddell-Monroe, in our October issue, that all the 
stories by David Severn have been illustrated by this artist. The 
titles are Rick Afire ; A Cabin for Crusoe ; Wagon for Five ; Hermit 
of the Hills ; Forest Holiday, and Ponies and Poachers. We have to 
apologise also for an error we made in printing Miss Kiddell-Monroe’s 
article. We wrongly stated that the artist came to London during 
World War I at the age of fifteen. Actually she was five when she 
came to London during the War. 
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An American Edition of the 
Children’s Classics 


HERE is no good edition of the children’s classics 
in existence in England. Search in any bookshop 
and you will not find well-produced, well- 
illustrated editions of any of the following titles: 
Robinson Crusoe; Littl Women; Little Men ; 

Tom Sawyer ; The Arabian Nights ; Grimm; Andersen ; 
Pinocchio; Aesop's Fables; Heidi; Gulliver's Travels ; 
Alice in Wonderland; Black Beauty; Treasure Island ; 
Hans Brinker. 


There are other equally important titles equally unobtain- 
able but I have listed the above fifteen because I have 
before me as I write, a range of samples of all these titles 
in an American edition published by Grossett and Dunlap 
at one dollar per volume. Do not imagine either that 
this is the only attractive American edition available. 
There are several, each striving to outdo the others in 
production, illustrations,‘ bindings, etc., but it is generally 
conceded that the Grossett and Dunlap Junior Illustrated 
Library takes first place. ‘The set of fifteen titles displayed 
on my desk is a sheer delight and a feast of colour. 


Fortunately, while the embargo on the importation of 
American children’s books was partially lifted, some copies 
of these titles were ayailable to public libraries. They 
were universally acclaimed. One bookseller told us that 
never before had he received so many unsolicited 
testimonials about any book as he had concerning these. 


Now why do I give so much prominence here to these 
American productions ? Why do I, who have for so long 
in these columns striven to give encouragement to the 
best children’s books that British publishers have given 
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us, bring so blatantly to the notice of book-hungry 
librarians this edition from overseas ? 


I do so because of that very book-hunger, a hunger for 
just these titles. For years we have implored our publishers 
to let us have them. For years we have been starved of 
them. We are still starving. The excuses our publishers 
make do not bear examination. There is the paper 
shortage, they say, or the need to satisfy the legitimate 
demands of: their living authors, or the printing and 
binding difficulties. But America can give us these 
editions. Do not the same difficulties apply over there ? 
They have had paper shortages, printing and binding 
difficulties, living authors to satisfy. Their shortages, say 
our publishers, have been less than ours. True, but their 
needs have been greater. It is all comparative. 


No, what is needed is neither paper, manpower, printers 
nor binders. What our publishers have lacked is the will 
to give us these great books, and in adequate quantities, 
and we, desperately needing to feed those book-hungry 
young minds must give them the third rate stuff which 
pours from the presses of those same publishers. 


Is there none among them who will be bold enough to 
fill the gap? If the task really is beyond the resources of 
any one of them is there no possibility of a concerted effort 
that could rise to the occasion? Say what you will, these 
books .are the essential reading of every child and to allow 
a whole generation to grow up virtually ignorant of them 
is unforgivable. Let us forgo our Blyton, our Johns. 
Let us even manage without Ransome, Uttley, Farjeon, 
Lynch if necessary, but give us our classics ; give them to 
us in editions worthy of their greatness, and let them be 
produced in millions. 
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Illustration by JOAN K1DDEL-MONROE 
from Ponies and Poachers (Lane) 
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The New Books 





BOOKS FOR LIBRARIANS 


Illustrators of Children’s Books. Compiled by B. B. 
Manony, L. P. Latrmer and B. FOLMsBEE. 
250 Illustrations. 544 pp. The Junior Bookshelf £4 10 0 


First a word of praise and thanks for the care that has been 
lavished on the appearance of this long-awaited work. It is 
charmingly produced and makes a sumptuous volume. There 
are three main sections to the book; (1) History and Develop- 
ment ; (2) Biographies; and (3) Bibliographies. Whether or 
not Part I is handled in the most suitable way is doubtful. 
Consisting of a number of articles on isolated subjects or periods, 
written by a number of acknowledged authorities and all of them 
interesting and useful, there is nevertheless a lack of any thread 
binding them together into a continuous history. Parts 2 and 3 
are almost all that could be desired. We say almost because on 
receiving the book we naturally wondered to what extent British 
illustrators were included. On the whole very few were omitted, 
and in view of the great difficulties of making contacts during 
the war years it is not surprising that certain of our more recently 
known artists are missed. But we are sorry to see that Kathleen 
Hale and Joan Kiddell-Monroe are not included. Brief biographies 
of more than 350 living artists are given and bibliographies of the 
books they have illustrated are comprehensive. 


Illustrators of Children’s Books is a most important reference 
book for all children’s librarians. There is no other book 
covering the same field and it is not likely that there will be 
another for a long time. 


Day, L. The Life and Art of W. Heath Robinson. 
Illus. 270 pp. 84x54. Herbert Joseph . . 25/- 


To many of our children’s librarians, Heath Robinson’s 
pictures in children’s books may be unknown and to many older 
members of the profession he will be remembered for his 
ludicrous pictures of machinery tied together with string. But 
a very large part of his book illustration was in books for children. 
Mr. Day’s biography, though in no way inspired, is a happy 
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reminder to us of those fine editions he did of such classics as 
Pilgrim’s Progress, The Arabian Nights, Andersen’s Fairy Tales 
and others, and it may set us searching the secondhand bookshops 
for copies of Bil] the Minder, and The Adventures of Uncle Lubin and 
the one ortwo other books both writtenand illustrated by the artist. 


TWO PICTURE BOOKS 


ArpDIzzonE, E. Nicholas and the Fast Moving Diesel. 


Illus. by the author. 35pp. 139 _ boards 
Eyre and Spottiswoode . ‘ : . 9/0 


Nicholas and his dog Jack and his friend Peter Perkins 
wished to become engine drivers with a view to making money 
for a very worthy purpose. This story tells how they achieved 
their end, and most unusual, not to say unexpected, are the means 
to that end. A very large picture book is this and we are at once 
reminded of the same artist-author’s Little Tim and the Brave Sea 
Captain. ‘That was better work than this, or so it seems to us, 
writing from memory. These pictures appear to possess less 
movement and the colour is less rich. Nevertheless the book 
will take its position as one of the few good picture-books this 
year has produced. 


Burton, V. L. Katy and the Big Snow. Illus. by the 


author. 4opp. 10X9 oblong. Faber . .. 8/6 


Continuing the excellent work we now know in Mike 
Mulligan, and in The Little House, Miss Burton, in her latest book 
describes the accomplishments of a tractor which in summer is 
a bulldozer and in winter a snow-plough. When the Big Snow 
immobilised all the services of the town of Geoppolis and all 
the other snow-ploughs were stuck fast in drifts, Katy came to 
the rescue of all. “ Follow me,” said Katy as she cleared the 


roads so that the doctor, the fire brigade, the police, the aero- 
planes, the postman and the waterworks men could pursue their 
duties. The same hearty humour that inspired Mike Mulligan 
and the same pages of virile drawings though with less colour, 
are here, and will be sure of the same grateful appreciation from 
all young readers. 
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My First Nursery Book.’ Illus. by Franciszka 
Themerson.. 64pp. 107}. cloth back 
Harrap , ; ; . , , . 6/- 


The four nursery rhymes illustrated here are Who Killed 
Cock Robin : The Gingerbread Man ; Three Little Pigs ; and The 
Three Bears. The pictures, all in colour are very striking and 
unusual. Bold lines and large areas of flat colour drawn with 
a veryefree hand, combined with a humourous approach make 
this a picture book worthy of a very careful atténtion. 


FOR CHILDREN UNDER TEN 


Bapcock, H. Mr. and Mrs. Parry of Hafod Farm. 
Illus. by the author. 31 pp. 846} cloth back 
Muller ‘ : ; R « th 


There is a aie charm about this short story that places it 
much above the average. When Miss Gwen Price married Mr. 
Parry she had everything to learn about farming, and the problems 
attendant upon the setting of a broody hen dn some most unusual 
eggs were, to say the least, surprising. Recommended for nine- 
year-olds. 


BENCHLEY, B. Shirley Goes to the Zoo. Illus. by G. E. 
Kirkpatrick. 67 pp. 9X7 a cloth back 
Phoenix House . 7/6 


Shirley, the daughter of an animal einai goes with 
her father to the Zoo and becomes acquainted with many of the 
animals there. Though the Zoo is in America, the animals are, 
of course, common to Zoos everywhere and this book will serve 
as an introduction for the younger readers. The photographic 
illustrations, on every alternate page, are excellent. The author 
is a well-known authority on her subject. 


Buck, P. S. Yx Lan, Flying Boy of China. Illus. by 
B. Moss 40 p. 846 cloth back. Methuen . 8/6 


Like millions of other little boys all over the world, Yu Lan 
was passionately interested in aeroplanes and always trying to 
make models of them. But he had never been sufficiently close 
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to one to be able to get his model right. Luck favoured him 
when an American airman landed in his father’s field and, 
eventually, Yu Lan seemed likely to realise his great desire to be 
an airman—‘ Kung Yu Lan, future ace of China,” as his American 
friend says. This is a charming little story told with all the 
sympathy we expect from Mrs. Buck. Naturally and unob- 
trusively she introduces us to the customs, lite and thoughts of 
ordinary Chinese people—we appreciate their gentleness, their 
innate courtesy and consideration for others. But above all, 
Yu Lan demonstrates the fundamental similarity among boysall the 
world over, and his parents evince the same desire for their 
children’s well-being and happiness as good parents everywhere 
do. . This is a happy book, full of atmosphere and the tonic 
quality so often lacking to-day. 


Craiciz, D. Swmmersalt’s Circus. Illus. by the 


author. 48 pp. 8}x6cloth back. Eyre and 
Spottiswoode . , , , . . 7/6 


Miss Craigie’s pictures are far bétter than her stories and in 
Summersalt’s Circus they certainly steal the thunder. Bright 


* colours and delicate line drawings give a sprightly air to the book. 


The story about a circus performance that was forbidden but 
which nevertheless was given, has a carefree atmosphere that 
is very pleasant. 


Brack, M. Three Brothers and a Lady. Ulus. by E 


Ardizzone. 63 p.p. 10x74 boards. Acorn Press 7/6 


A “fairy” story in which two small boys rescue a lost 
princess from the “little men.” Of no particular merit the 
story is rescued from mediocrity by Edward Ardizzone’s 
illustrations. 


FarrcLouGH, M. Miskoo the sl Illus. 111 pp. 


10 X 74. Hutchinson. : . . 10/6 


There is no indication as to who is the illustrator of this 
book. This ix unfortunate because the pictures are extremely 
important. They are charmingly done, some in lovely colours 
and some in sepia, and they make the book outstanding. The 
story tells of the travels on an iceberg of little Miskoo, the Eskimo 
boy, to Lapland, where he falls in with a family with whom he 
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ultimately returns to his own country. In his journey he is aided 
by birds and animals. This element of the supernatural is happily 
handled. The book is the winner of the Hutchinson United 
Nations Literary Competition. 


FarjEon, E. The Perfect Zoo. Illus. by K.-Burrell. 
46 pp. 10x74 cloth back. Harrap . ° 5/-' 


With the aid of magic provided by Uncle Ben, Miss Farjeon’s 
imagination has told us the adventures of three children who 
would not put their toys away and go to bed. They became 
Little Beasts and could not become children again until they had 
found the Green-Headed Beetle. An amusing tale told as only 
Miss Farjeon can tell it and enhanced by very charming pictures. 





GoppEN, R. The Dolls’ House. Illus. by D. Saintsbury. 


112pp. 9X5}. M. Joseph. . ‘ . 7/6 

Any adult wishing to buy a book for a small girl’s birthday 
or Christmas should consider this delightful story of the doll 
family belonging to Emily and Charlotte Dane. Mr. and Mrs. 
Plantagenet, Apple, and the Dutch farthing doll Tottie live in a 
shoe box. Naturally they find it congested and uncomfortable 
so Tottie, who is more than 100 years old and a person of great 
wisdom and character, persuades them to wish hard for a proper 
house. ‘Tottie knows the limits of dolls and that only by wishing 
can’they ever attain their desires. To their joy Emily and 
Charlotte inherit the dolls’ house which belonged to their great- 
grandmother. They clean it and fit it out afresh and the dolls 
are comfortably installed. But as a consequence of the refurnish- 
ing Tottie, who has lived in the house before, is sent to an 
exhibition where she meets the unpleasant Marchpane who used 
to live with her. Trouble befalls the doll family but urged by 
the invincible Tottie they continue to wish until the evil doll is 
removed, and peace returns to the house. 

The story is charmingly told and the dolls, even Apple, are 
definite characters. But they keep their position as dolls, at the 
mercy of their owners, always the same age and never 
altering in any way. They talk to one another but are unable to 
convey their feelings to their owners. But the wishes of a 
forceful personality like Tottie are never unavailing. Since 
“Emma” I think there has been no doll character so outstandingly 
vital, real and so lovable as Tottie. All little girls ought to be 
given the opportunity to make her acquaintance. 
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Haver, B. and E. Pancho. Illus. by the authors. 


54 pp. 10xX8 Hale . : : . 7/6 


Berta and Elmer Hader are two of America’s most popular 
illustrators of books for children. In collaboration they have 
written and illustrated a number of books and this one is typical. 
The Haders have a liking for donkeys and one figures in this 
story of a little Mexican boy who captures “the Bull with the 
.Twisted Tale ” and so earns the reward of “ the biggest hat in all 
Mexico, a silver trimmed saddle and a purse filled with gold.” 
Humour and cheeriness make the charm of this story, and the 
bright colours of the pictures will add greatly to its appeal to 
seven and eight-year-olds. 


Hatr, E. M. The Cat with a Guinea to Spend. Tilus. 
by Leslie Wood. 30 pp. 836. Faber . 6/o 


Among librarians there would seem to be a marked division 
of opinion about Leslie Wood’s pictures and those who do not 
like this artist’s work in Whoo Whoo the Wind Blew and Callers at 
Our House, will certainly not like his work in the book under 
review. The cat is the very useful friend of old Widow Peach 
and he proved to be an excellent shopper when his old mistress 
sent him off to the village to buy presents for a party. This is a 
well-conceived little tale that will appeal strongly to the eight- 
year-olds. ; 


Hocan, I. Twin Deer. Illus. by the author. 53 pp. 


845. Boards. Dent . . . 3/6 


HocGan, I. Twin Colts. Illus. by the author. 5 33 pp. 


845. Boards. Dent . ; . 3/6 


Miss Hogan always contrives to write satisfyingly though 
simply, of the dangers and difficulties of the very early days of 
little animals. Though brief, each story conveys its message in a 
way calculated to please the six or seven-year-olds. The drawings 
are pleasant and efficient. 
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L’Hommepigzu, D. K. Scampy, the Little Black 


Cocker. Illus. by M. Kirmse. 63 pp. 927} 
Hale . ; ; ; . ; ; . 7/6 


Miss L’Hommedieu tells the adventures of an enterprising 
little cocker spaniel when he dug a way under his fence and 
ventured into the wood. It is a well-told tale in complete 
sympathy with the puppy’s reactions to the things he met with 
in his teavels. The artist is very well-known in America for her 
etchings and drawings of dogs,and her pictures in this appealing 
book are very good indeed. 


Jones, H. The Enchanted Night. Illus. by the author. 






38 pp. 107} boards. Faber . . 6/o 


Here is a very pleasant story on the theme of what oi 
to lost and broken toys. Pamela Jane finds her way to Toyland 
and there meets many of her old toy friends. Harold Jones tells 
his story with a formality that matches his theme and, even more, 
matches the very charming formality of his pictures. The book 
may be recommended as a delightful gift for little girls of about 
eight to ten. 





KEELER, K. S. Dog ell Illus. 34 p.p. 9x7} 






KENT, J. (Ed.) Stories from Ancient Greece. lus. by 





Nelson ; . : : . 7/6 


When the Tucker children went to live in the country they 
wanted adog. Though they had guinea pigs, a kitten, chickens 
and ducklings, they were a long time before they had a dog. Then 
they had three at once and from three separate sources. This is 
a simple but well-rounded and satisfying little tale with pleasant 
illustrations. 


A. Buckmaster. 223 pp. 7}x4% P.Lunn . = 7/6 


The legends of Ancient Greece, like our own children’s 
classics, have for long been unavailable for children. This 
collection is all the more welcome. Starting with “ The 
Beginning of All Things” it includes the majority of the best 
known Greek myths and legends. They are re-told in simple, direct 
style and many of them are suitable either for reading to or by 
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children of eight or nine. But the inclusion of “ Oedipus ” and 
one or two more similarly unpleasant stories is perhaps to be 
deprecated since some people may feel that these make the book 
unsuitable for general distribution among the age groups for 
which it is intended. Apart from this criticism this comprehensive, 
well-told and well-produced selection may be thoroughly 
recommended. 


LatrimorE, E. F. Little Pear. Illus. by the author 


128 pp. 8x6} Museum Press. 7/6 


Little Pear is a five-year-old Chinese wae and this book 
relates his everyday adventures, and the mischief he gets into, 
along with the boys he and his sisters play with. Like all small 
boys he means well but things do not always work out accordin “e 
to intentions. The author spent her early years in China, an 
writing from her store of recollections, she has preserved the 
atmosphere of child life there and has given us a little tale glowing 
with sympathy and warmheartedness. Strongly recommended to 
six to eight-year-old readers. 


Lawson, R. Rabbit Hill. Illus. by the author. 


128 pp. 8} 54. Harrap : , , . 10/6 


After reading a spate of indifferent books in which animal$ 
are the central characters it has been my good fortune to round 
off the week with Rabbit Hill. It is far and away the best animal 
book we have had for some time. It has humour, the theme is 
unusual, and it is filled with a warm air of humaneness that leaves 
the reader with a happy, comfortable feeling. Rabbit Hill is 
inhabited by a number of small creatures besides rabbits, though 
these occupy the stage most prominently. Times are bad and 
food has been hard to come by while the Big House has been 
occupied by people who have shown no interest in the garden 
and lawns. It is not surprising, therefore, that when a rumour 
went round that “‘ new folks are coming,” the Hill was boiling 
with excitement. The question was, “ Are the new folks planting- 
folks ?” or would they neglect the garden as their predecessors 
had done. Would there now be lettuces, cabbages, timothy grass 
and all the other good things to eat that planting-folks unwittingly 
provide for these small creatures ? The new folks proved to be all 
that a little creature’s heart could desire, and the community of 
Rabbit Hill enter upon a period of plenty such as it had never 
known before. 
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LocHHEAD, M. On Tintock Tap, being Lowland and 


Lyncn, P. The Turfcutter’s Donkey Kicks up his Heels. 


Monrok, J. K. Wan-Wau, the Ape. 


The animal characters are all vividly drawn with individual 
personalities and readers will recognize more than one human 
among his acquaintances amongst them. This is certainly a book 
that will be treasured by all young animal lovers and it is strongly 
to be recommended also to those who are indifferent about them. 
Rabbit Hill has been awarded the Newbery Medal in America. 


Other Tales for Children. Illus. by M. Lamb. 
200 pp. 745% Moray Press ‘ 7/6 


Well-told stories with a Scots flavour " in sub-title 
suggests) and worthy of a place on the shelf reserved for real 
fairy tales. The style is at times too carefully made to fit the 
“ fairy” content of the stories but by and large this is a useful and 
interesting volume. 











Illus. by E. Cochlan. 208 pp. 8x54. Browne 
and Nolan . ; ‘ ‘ ‘ . 8/6 


This is a rather ree sequel to the earlier “‘ Turf- 
cutter’s Donkey ” books. Indeed, Long Ears, the little grey donkey, 
doesn’t appear as much as he might. The children, Seamus and 
Eileen and the little magician Greng (or is he a leprechaun ?) are 
rather more bewitched than usual, but those who like their magic 
both up-to-date and old-fairy-tale combined will doubtless like 
this. 













Illus. by the 
author. 41 pp. 8$x6$ Metheun . ; . 7/6 


Miss Kiddell-Monroe has now earned admittance to that 
small band of writers and artists for children whose books are 
eagerly awaited. When she published In His Little Black Waist- 
coat it was clear that here was a new artist of outstanding talent, 
and subsequent illustration has justified the high opinion we had 
formed of her work. 

Wau-Wau the Ape is an appealing story of a little Blue Gibbon 
ape on the island of Bali who loses himself, and of his adventures 
and the danger he encounters before he at last finds himself at 
home again. The pictures are charming and the story incidentally 
conveys a fair amount of information about the wild life of the 


island. 
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idual | MorvimMer, C. Some Oucer Animals and Why. Ulus. 


er by the author. 48 pp. 81x74} boards. 
ae Guilford Press ; ; ‘ , . 7/6 
hem. 


The publishers, in their description of this book, make 
much play about the quality of the verses but little about the 
drawings. In fact, from the young readers’ point of view, the 
verses are nothing like so important as the pictures of the Queer 
Animals. Mr. Mortimer’s draughtmanship is exquisite and in 
7/6 this slim volume he has given us the finest series of animal 
pictures we have had for many years. Given the right books to 


ca. 





>-title illustrate he should establish himself in the very front rank of 
r real nature artists. What children will think of his verses is another 
it the _ matter. They are quite adult in mentality, and though some 
il and information about the animals is given, these verses lack that 
simplicity which is essential for the very young. 
Musson, M. Mr. Popplecorn and Four Little Hens. 
8/6 Illus. by K. Burrell. 45pp. 107} cloth back. 
Turf Harrap ; : ‘ ; , , 5/0 
mnkey, To a disinterested outsider backyard hens and hen runs are 
is and dismal affairs, but to the Popplecorn family there was interest 
?) are and pleasure enough to be had from the four hens Mr. Popplecorn 


magic bought, and when Mrs. Nocum (short for No Comb) obliged by 

Slike going broody just at the right time and hatched out the best 
chickens that ever were the family’s delight knew no bounds. A 
pleasant little story for the six to eight-year-olds, with attractive 
illustrations in good colour. 


7/6 ! 
> that | RoGGEVEEN, L. Danny Goes Skating. Illus. 79 pp. 
Waist. 946. Boards. Bailey Bros. ‘ . 3/6 
—— ROGGEVEEN, L. Danny Goes Shopping. Ullus. 79 pp. 
— 946. Boards. Bailey Bros. , . 3/6 
noone ROGGEVEEN, L. Danny Looks after the House. Ulus. 
-ntur ‘ 
cea as 79 pp. 946. Boards. Bailey Bros. . 3/6 
entally Here are three books from Holland of a sprightliness, liveliness 
of the and humour that should ensure them an immediate welcome in 


this country. Old Danny is sixty years old, small and rotund, 
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with rosy cheeks and large beard. He gets into all sorts of 
difficulties, but always comes up smiling. He is the sort of man, 
almost a “folklore” character, who would be loved by children 
and he would certainly have a bag of lollipops in his pocket for 
them. Told in an unusual style in short sentences that is very 
effective, these books can be strongly recommended to seven and 
eight-year-olds. 


FOR CHILDREN FROM TEN TO FOURTEEN 


ABRAHALL, C. H. Prelude. Illus. by A. Zinkeisen. 


240 pp. 8X5. Oxford 8/6 


Based on the early life of a still young and living celebrity, 
this story breaks new ground in fiction for the young. Eileen 
Joyce’s eager desire to make music and her efforts to that end 
were born of a natural urge which knew and thought nothing of 
the concert platform. Only when others perceived her talent 
and helped her did she realise the possibilities of her gift. Her 
early story is romantic to a degree rarely found in this twentieth 
century—it is here treated sympathetically but without undue 
sentimentality, and in a manner likely to attract the interest of 
young girls of the “ school story ” age, since much of the book 
finds Eileen at school. Her life in Germany is handled rather 
more vaguely but the book may be recommended irrespective of 
any interest in music or its exponents, though, as a film or a 
broadcast often leads to a book, so this book may lead to Eileen 
Joyce herself or vice versa. | The production and illustrations of 
the story are very attractive. 


Aupous, A. McGowan Goes Motor-Racing. Illus. 
184 pp. 744% Oxford : > 35 


The intrepid sporting journalist gets mixed up with a gang 
of crooks and thugs who aim at preventing the exploitation of a 
revolutionary automobile invention. Told with verve and much 
action and excitement this story will be popular among boys 
from twelve to fourteen, but it cannot pretend to have any 
particular merits and must be classed merely as a passable boys’ 
thriller. 
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BALLARD, P. B. and Patmer, H. E. (Eds.) The 


Thorndike Junior eed Illus. 1,033 PP. 84 X 5}. 
U.LP.. , . ‘ . 15/- 


The Thorndike Junior Dictionary has been very popular in 
America and it has now been completely revised for English 
readers by two eminent authorities. That a “‘ Junior ” dictionary 
is desirable there can be no doubt, and in Senior schools and the 
lower forms of Secondary schools this could with advantage 
take the place of those now used. The definitions are simplified 
so that a quite young researcher should find the information he is 


. seeking without being so completely bewildered as he has often 


been hitherto. 


BaRNE, K. Musical Honours. Illus. by R. Gervis. 


199 pp. 745 Dent. ‘ : ‘ . 7/6 


The four Redlands—two boys and two girls, ranging from 
thirteen down to a precocious young lady ofeight, are music mad; 
so is, or was, their father, but since being a prisoner of war in the 
Far East he has dismissed all thoughts of a musical future for 
himself or his family. The book tells how the children, aided by 
their ex music-hall great-grandmother, re-convert their father, 
and all ends happily—and musically—ever after. As an admirer 
of Mrs. Barne’s books, I find this one disappointing, lacking a 
little in gusto and in the thoroughness and the “ atmosphere ” 
of its predecessors. Musical beginners will like it as a story, but 
it will hardly fire them as it might have been expected to do. 


Brown, R. Maman Adventures of Two Children. 


Illus. 223 pp. 745. Muller ‘ 7/6 


An unusual and attractive tale for those aged seven to 
thirteen who like reading about life in other countries. Joa and 
Tatne, a Brazilian boy and girl, went up the Amazon with their 
parents and had many extraordinary adventures and made many 
friends, including birds and beasts and even bugs. This story, 
plus some good simple black and white illustrations, gives a good 
picture of young life in a fascinating country, which too often 
seems to us to be just a large part of the map of South America. 
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Carson, M. A. (Ed.) The Girl’s acieee Tilus. 


640 pp. 735 Blackie. ° ‘ - 8/6 
SmitH, B. W. (Ed.) The Boy’s seinen Illus. 
640 pp. 725 Blackie... , - 8/6 


There can never be too many books describing the leisure 
time activities available to young people and as it is some years 
since a comprehensive work of this nature was published these 
two companion volumes are very welcome indeed. Each volume 
is written by a number: of authorities and covers outdoor 
activities, including sport and nature study, indoor games and ( 
hobbies, including handicrafts and, in the case of the volume for 
girls, “the social side” and careers. Moderately well illustrated, 
these are substantial volumes, well worth their money and they 
will be sure of a good reception. 


Dickinson, W. C. The Eildon Tree. Illus. by J. S. 
Richardson. 206 pp. 8x5. Cape . : - 8/6 


The Scottish legend of Thomas the Rhymer is the foundation 
of this delightfully told tale. Thomas appears to Donald and 
Jean under the Eildon Tree and as a result they find themselves 
back in past history and acting the part of the two children who, 
according to the Rhymer, should bring the treasure from across 
the sea and thus help the rightful king to regain his kingdom. 
There are captures, sieges, perilous journeys, battles and excite- 
ments—faithful friends and treacherous enemies—and the story 
bears some, though not a close, relation to that period of Scottish 
history which culminated in the succession of Robert the Bruce to 
the throne. But its charm lies in its telling, which is swift and 
vigorous and yet recaptures the medieval atmosphere—which 
has the elusive quality of fairy legend and the nameless appeal of 
chivalric practice. 








Duvorsin, R. They Put out to Sea. Illus. by the 
author. 179 pp. 9x6}. U.L.P. . ‘ . 12/6 


It is a great pity that the excellent production and illustration 
of this book is not matched by equally inspired story-telling. 
From the earliest times to the end of Magellan’s last voyage the 
efforts of man to discover more about the world in which he 
lived are traced. The Phoenicians, Alexander the Great, Marco 
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Grace, E. Africa Saga. Illus. by M. Alderman. 









Polo, Henry the Navigator, Columbus, Magellan and many 
others appear in these pages, but the epic quality of their adven- 
tures is often obscured by writing down, by padding, by trivial 
and unreal conversation, by a dull and pedestrian style which 
robs them not only of their quality but even of their dignity. 
The author has been diligent in his collection of information, but 
he might have been better advised to seek a collaborator to weave 
his gleanings into a more lively and exciting pattern. In short, 
as illustrator Mr. Duvoisin is superb, but as writer he is not a 
success in this book. 


152 pp. 745. Sylvah Press . . 7/6 


The work and adventures of some of the chief African 
explorers and pioneers provide the material for this book, which 
begins with Mungo Park and ends with the Boer War. The main 
stories are excellently told with considerable descriptive power, 
and a wealth of fascinating detail. The personal characters, aims 
and devotion of such men as Livingstone, Baker and Gordon are 
developed with understanding and in a manner likely to make a 
strong appeal to young people. The natives and their various 
reactions to their contacts with white men are well portrayed, and 
their amazing and often terrifying country is painted in vivid 
colours. The author served and presumably became interested in 
Africa during the late war, and in bringing these stories of great 
Empire builders before a generation of children to whom they 
are undoubtedly unfamiliar, is performing a useful service. 
Bur the book is sadly marred by a very imperfect proof correction 
and there are numerous errors of grammar, spelling and punctua- 
tion. 


Groom, A. The Bearded Stranger. Illus. by R. 


Bartlett. 213 pp. 735 P. Lunn. . - 8/6 


We have no hesitation in recommending this thriller for 
boys of from twelve to fourteen. It has many very good features. 
Its style is virile and its dialogue excellent. The information it 
gives about camping is verified by an expert. The characterisa- 
tion is good. Granted that the plot is in the “‘ twopenny blood ” 
category, it is well developed, the suspense is held, and the 
denouement though not entirely unexpected is the sort of thing 
that boys will welcome. Most thrillers for boys are obviously 
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written especially for them. This is different. There are many 
writers of mystery stories for adults who would certainly not 
have been ashamed to have written this one. 

Three youths on a cycling-camping holiday come in contact 
with a fourth who is obviously in distress. The four set off, 
shadowed by gangsters who are intent on securing a document 
of tremendous scientific import, which is known to be in the 
possession of the fourth boy. Danger and near death come into 
the story but the four hold together to the happy end. 


KELLY, R. B. T. Mountain and Moorland Birds. 31 PP- 
837. Paper. Penguin ‘ 1/6 
Lowxe, W. J. B. and Mann, P. B. Locomotives. 
31 pp. 8$x 7. Paper. Penguin. , . 1/6 


Russet, G. and Groac, J. The Story of Furniture. 
31 pp. 837. Paper. Penguin ; 1/6 


CLEAVER, J. The Theatre at Work. 31 pp. ax? 
Paper. Penguin. .. ° : . 1/6 





Ross, V. and Mortimer, J. English Fashions. 31 PP- 
83x 7. Paper. Penguin : 1/6 


SERJEANT, R. B. The Arabs. Illus. - E. Bawden. 
31 pp. 8$7. Boards. Penguin. ‘ 2/6 


HeEMELRYK, P. Music Time. Illus. by S. Jackson 
27 pp. 9X7. Paper. Penguin . ‘ 1/6 


A batch of new Puffin books is one of those things we look 
forward to with keen anticipation. This new lot of Puffin 
Picture books continues the series’ high standard. Sheila 
Jackson’s pictures at the head of each tune in Music Time are in 
bright colours, and children will derive much pleasure from 
learning the tunes and comparing them with the impression 
gained from the pictures. Mr. Kelly’s birds are well-drawn and 
this Puffin appeals to me more than the rest. The other books in 
the — deal with their subjects adequately and in a manner 
suitable for their young audience. 











many 
y not 


ntact 
t off, 
iment 
n the 
e into 


1/6 
1/6 
1/6 
1/6 
1/6 
2/6 


1/6 


e look 
Puffin 
Sheila 
are in 
- from 
ression 
yn and 
0ks in 
nannet 











THE JUNIOR BOOKSHELF PAGE 177 





While it is not customery in The Junior Bookshelf to review 
reprints we must take this occasion to say a word in praise to 
both publishers and Editor (Miss Eleanor Graham) for the 
consistantly high standard of selection shown in all the Puffin 
Story books. The latest group contains some excellent work. 
The newest titles are Jam Tomorrow, by M. Redlich; Worze/ 
Gummidge and Saucy Nancy, By B. E. Todd; Columbus Sails, 
by C. W. Hodges; South Country Secrets, by “Euphan” and’ 
“Klaxon”; Red Ruff, by M. Batten, and Cranes Flying South, 
by N. Karazin. 


Lownpes, J. S. Royal Chase. Illus. by the author. 
255 pp. 7#X5 Collins : : . 8/6 


An historical tale about Waddon Chase, on the Buckingham- 
shire borders, in the days of Henry VIII. Francis Woodward, 
son of the Royal Range-Warden, is sent to school at a small 
nearby monastery ; but not till after some adventures in which 
two young gallants from the neighbourhood, old Agnes Good- 
year, suspected of being a witch, Francis’ little sister Ann and his 
parents, and the calf of Hugh the Hogward, all play a part. Later 
the dissolution of the monasteries leads to even stranger events. 

This is a good well-written, fast-moving story, in which 
history “‘ happens ” naturally. We are back right into mediaeval 
times just as we were back with the Romans in the author’s last 
book Bronze Eagles. It is an enjoyable combination of education 
and entertainment for boys and girls of ten to fourteen, having 
the advantage of the author’s own accurate illustrations. 


Morris, D. Adventure with a Caravan. Illus. 194 pp. 
74 X 5. Edmund Ward : ; .  6/- 


Three girls hire a motor caravan complete with driver and 
set out for a holiday which develops into a hunt for missing 
treasure. For some time the girls are mystified by the efforts 
two men make to take possession of the caravan. Having dis- 
covered the cause of their interest they set out to circumvent 
them. They find other allies and also another competitor. This 
is an excellent thriller with a tide of excitement that rushes along 
to a close and totally unexpected finish. Few young people are 
likely to forecast the end but equally few will be able to put the 

book down before reaching this end. 
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ParpDoE, M. Bunkile Breaks Away. Illus. by J. Neild 









212pp. 744% Routledge. ‘ _ « ue 


The irrespressible Bunkle is very much the hero (or villain) 
of the piece in this new story. The rest of the family are quite 
out of the picture though Jill does play a part. Bunkle gets a 
job in a riverside hotel and quite a number of things happen 
there including the theft of some rubies. As usual Bunkle does 
his bit of sleuthing, but even at the end of the story we do not 
know whether his deductions were correct. The dialogue is 
sprightly, and the characterisation, especially of Bunkle and the 
waitress Carrie, is excellent. An enjoyable tale, with Bunkle at 
his best, to be recommended to both boys and girls of about 
twelve. 


Ross, E. (Ed.) "Twelve Adventures of the Celebrated 
Baron Munchausen. lus. by the Editor. 104 pp. 
74x42 P. Lunn. . , - 7/6 


There are few editions of Munchausen, and this selection 
of his adventures is a fair sample. The illustrations are of a piece 
with the extravagances of the Baron and the production of the 
book aims at capturing the atmosphere of a bygone age. It is 
an interesting volume that should fascinate children of the type 
that likes something unusual. 


SERRAILLIER, I. Flight to Adventure. Illus. by C. 


Walter Hodges. 124 pp. 8x5}. Cape . 8/6 


A sequel to They Raced for Treasure. The “ Flight” of the 
title is merely one way of getting to Switzerland, where David 
stays with some friends while Uncle Bill goes to Lausanne on some 
business. David’s adventures, small and large, with the daughter 
of a famous Swiss guide, make exciting reading, well-told and, 
credible, and in the last adventure of all we realise (what we had 
been wondering for some time) why an aeroplane came into the 
story atall. It conveniently comes to the rescue of a mountain- 
fast American. The American, by the way, is rather overdrawn, 
and an English school mistress on holiday is very much so. 
Otherwise this story is good. The atmosphere is convincing and 
the characterisation good. But Mr. Serrailier has not yet found 
himself as a story-teller. 
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TREASE, G. Trumpets in the West. Illus. by A. Blyth. 


SEVERN, D. Ponies and Poachers. Ullus. by J. Kiddell- 
Monroe. 220 pp. 745 Lane. ; - 


That David Severn must be placed in the front rank of 
present-day writers for children there can be no doubt and a new 
story from him is eagerly awaited by many thousands of young 
readers. Ponies and Poachers introduces a fresh set of characters, 
but otherwise the mixture is as before, a modicum of nature lore, 
a good sprinkling of excitement, good characterisation and 
occasional excursions into juvenile, especially adolescent, 
psychology. From calm beginnings, through a crescendo of 
excitement and suspense provided by a little poaching and its 
results, we are taken back, after a further burst of excitement, to 
the calmer beginnings. 

The story could fitly have finished before it does, the 
secondary excitement being unnecessary and being introduced 
merely to finish off an incident beginning earlier in the book. 
Though by no means up to Mr. Severn’s best stories Ponies and 
Poachers will be welcomed for its good points. 


Stuart, D. M. © The Young Clavengers. Illus. by 


H. M. Brock. 240 pp.. 745. University of 


London Press 8/6 


In The Children’s Chronicle Miss Stuart dealt with the fortunes 
of one family through a long period of English history. In The 
Young Clavengers she covers the same overall length of time with 
four further episodes designed to fill in some of the gaps left in 
her previous book. Each episode is lengthy and detailed enough 
to give an excellent idea of the domestic, social and political 
scene as it affected the Clavengers of the age. It is history from 
the modern and personal angle, yet having a strong and 
unassailably accurate background of truth, and a feeling for the 
type of detail which can translate the present day reader into 
a living past where events cease to be history and regain the 
momentum and topicality of present day news. 


6/- 


A historical story set in the period between the defeat of the 
Duke of Monmouth at Sedgemoor and the landing of the Prince 
of Orange. The central figure is a youth who goes to London 


211 p.p 8x5}. Blackwell 
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from his rectory home in the West Country to earn a living as a 
musician. The story is marked by good characterisation, lively 
dialogue and a convincing atmosphere. The unrest of the time 
due to the attitude of King James is well shown while readers 
of a musical turn of mind should find added interest in Jack’s 
meetings with Purcell, and the picture the book gives of the 
musical life of the period. For boys and girls of from twelve to 
fourteen. 


FOR THE INTERMEDIATE LIBRARY 


Adventure and Discovery, No. 2. IUllus. 312 pp. 
9x6} Cape . , ‘ ‘ : . 12/6 


Discovery and Romance, No. 2. Illus. 312 pp. 
9x6} Cape ‘ ; . : , . 12/6 § 


Two books of a popular type, well-produced, substantial 
in appearance, the obvious Christmas present for any wide-awake 
youngster were found in Adventure and Discovery, and Discovery and 
Romance published a year ago. The publishers now give us two 
new volumes of the same kind. They cover a wide range of 
topics of current interest, scientific, artistic, social and sporting 
and are profusely illustrated with photographs and a few line 
drawings. They should be in every school library and the alive 
librarian will be on the look out for more detailed books on 
subjects covered so that the interested reader will not limit 
mental exploration to the necessarily somewhat brief surveys 
given here. 


Adventure and Discovery, No. 2 is primarily for boys and 
Discovery and Romance No. 2 for girls, but there is a good deal in 
both volumes that will be of universal interest. 


Bruce, D. F. The Serendipity Shop. Illus. se M. 
Horder. 205 pp. 745. Oxford , 7/6 


The scene of this story is laid in Scotland ina — coast town 
where Merran Lendrum, orphan daughter of the late, well-loved, 
local doctor, inherits an “all sorts” shop. She determines to 
carry on the place, but meets with unexpected opposition. With 
the help of her enterprising sister, Julia, however, she makes a 
success of her business, and Julia’s resourcefulness finally brings 
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GraHAM, E. Head O’ Mey. Illus. by A. Bond. 


Jacoss, E. A. Trailer Trio. Illus. by P. Doane. 








about a happy solution of the difficulties which beset them. The 
characters, especially Julia and Mr. Bartle, are reasonably well 
drawn and the plot is unusual, lively and well developed with an 
unexpected and amusing climax. For readers of about fourteen. 


GazE, R. Bird Sanctuary. Mllus. by the author’s 


photographs. 34 pp. 9}7. Oblong. Faber. 7/6 


The sanctuary of this book is Blakeney Point on the Norfolk 
coast. With brief text and large and excellent photographs, Mr. 
Gaze describes all the birds to be found there. The book is 
likely to be of very wide interest to Norfolk readers, and other 
budding ornithologists farther afield may be tempted to spend a 
holiday there. 


173 pp. 8%x54 Benn 12/6 


This “‘ two-fold tale of childhood,” in which Grandmother 
from the Head of Mey in the extreme North of Scotland, tells 
Little Nella in London the stories of a Scottish child’s life is 
presumably autobiographical. Miss Graham is to be congratu- 
lated on the spinning of a most attractive web, in which the 
pattern of the last century, and the early days of the present 
century, blend casily and harmoniously. Grandmother was not 
very communicative at first but Nella, who noticed and thought 
a lot, won her over and they soon became firm and talkative 
friends. These delicately written reminiscences should appeal 
especially to thoughtful teen-agers. 


246 pp. 735. Muller. 7/6 


When the Macdonald parents died and Anne became ill, 
she and her brother and sister decided to leave home and trek 
across America in an old car to a little place in Idaho belonging 
to their uncle. They have little money and are obliged to find 
work on the way, but finally reach Uncle Beze’s place. They 
set about making it habitable and making a living. Maleta’s 
contributions to this are somewhat unusual and she and Uncle 
Beze figure in a very spectacular incident. These two are the 
outstanding characters—Roger is a rather ill-conditioned young 
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fellow at times and his attitude towards Larry is not very credible. 
Apart from this the story is original and well-told—it has ad- 
venture interest and a slight love interest and may be recommended 
to young people, especially girls in their early teens. 


Lawson, M. Challenge to austen Illus. 96 pp. 


7X 83. S.C.M. . ‘ : . 4/6 


The “ Torch Biographies,” to which this is the latest 
addition, vary considerably in the age groups to which they will 
appeal. If they are intended for younger readers, Challenge to 
Oppression is likely to fall flat. It is indeed hardly to be called a 
biography. Rather it is a study of Dickens in his relation to the 
social wrongs of his period and is more likely to be read by adults 
than by younger people. Its style is crowded and breathless, and 
much greater simplicity in construction, selectivity in material 
and more restraint would have made a better book of it. It seems 
to be the least readable of the series to which it belongs. 


McKay, H. The Tricks of Light and Colour. Illus. 


198 pp. TEX 5. Oxford 3 : 5/- 


Mr. McKay makes his subject a ine one by ringing 
to the notice of his readers things in everyday experience in which 
the science of light and colour plays its part, and he also gives a 
number of experiments which all can make. At the same time it 
must be pointed out that some knowledge of science is necessary 
before the significance of a great deal of the material of the book 
can be appreciated. 


Matson, G. J. Le?#’s Take a a Illus. 





212 pp. 8x54 Nelson. ‘ 7/6 


This latest addition to the popular Nelsonian a gives 
all the information the novice at photography needs, and he will 
find consolation in the knowledge that he does not need an 
expensive camera to obtain good pictures so long as he knows 
the limits of the cheaper item. The book covers the type of 
camera available ; developing and printing ; enlarging, etc., and 
then considers such special features of the pastime, as portraiture, 
table-top and trick photography. The subject is shorn of 
technicalities and the volume should be very useful to all young 
_ readers who have any interest whatever in the art. 
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Roserts, B. D. The Island Feud. 272 pp. 7$X5. 
Chatto and Windus : ; . . 9/6 


Founded upon historical fact, this story of a family feud 
between Bulkeleys and Cheadles of Anglesey deals also with the 
Civil War in so far as it affected that island. The author states that 
the only imaginary characters are those of humble birth, but these 
fictitious characters are faithfully and sincerely drawn and stand 
out from the pages with life and reality equal to that of the 
historical personages. Indeed, Gelly Cloff, the lame ferryman 
whose love story forms an underlying theme is in some respects a 
more arresting character than some of the more important actors 
in the drama. The book is well-knit and full of detail calculated 
to bring the locality and period vividly before the readet’s eyes. 
There is evidence everywhere of painstaking research, and care is 
devoted to the exact presentment of the scene and the preservation 
of local colour. 


REVIEWS RECIEVED LATE 


HOLyoakg, J. a to Ride. Illus. 77pp. 107. 
Faber . ‘ ‘ ; . 12/6 


Writing as one who knows nothing about horses or riding 
I should say that this is the best book so far published for the 
young learner. The instruction given is simple and lucid and 
the most important do’s and don’ts are emphasised over and over 
again. The pages for “mother” are also very valuable. 
Excellent photographs reinforcing the text make all the import- 
ant points doubly clear. For young learners or would-be 
learners of any age, and for their mothers. 


Putuinc, N. Miss Richards’ Mouse. Illus. by S. 


Einzig. 27pp. 6x4%. boards. Noel 
Carrington . . . . . a: = 


This is an excellent little production in every way. Any 
child up to ten will love the poem describing how Frisky thé 
mouse came to the help of Miss Richards when she slipped and 
fell on the pavement. The charming and amusing pictures will 
have equal appeal. It is a perfect little story for reading aloud. 
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